Universal Human Rights day 10.12.2007
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Recipients of the Citizens Award

Two programs were organized centering on the Universal human Rights day (10.12.2007)

1.
The Citizens Awards for Justice. This is the second time this awards program was carried out. Ten recipients were chosen.  All these people had been subject to torture before 2004, and had persevered in their fight for justice.  Apart from being involved in their personal challenges with justice, these people have been active participants in programs that seek to change the justice system by taking part in programs like street movements.

There were approximately 400 persons present, including the 10 recipients of the awards and their families. 

The chief guest  on the occasion was Ms. Sunila Abeysekara Executive Director, INFORM, Human Rights Watch  recipient of the Human Rights Defenders Award 2007, Ms. Sunila Abesekara  talked on the significance of the day and  distributed the awards. 
The ceremony was held at the Public Library auditorium Colombo 07 and commenced at 9.30 am. 

A special cultural performance was given by the prisoners’ cultural troupe.

The program is organized by Janasansadaya Panadura with the Asian Human Rights Commission and those belonging to the PAT Network including Media Centre Kandy, Kamkaru Sevana Ekala, Right of Life, families of the disappeared and SETIC Kandy.  
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Street Movement

2. 
Silent protest against illegal killings, disappearances, torture.  After the awards ceremony, all those present  took part in a silent protest standing on either side of  the  road  in  front of  the Public Library holding placards against  illegal  killings,  disappearances,  torture.  The protest was carried out from 11.15   till 12.15.  Hand bills on the subject were also distributed.  

At this silent protest,  Janasansadaya was joined by  Human Rights activists  and Organizations that work against  disappeared persons including   SETIC, Media Centre, Right to Life, Families of the Disappeared, Kamkaru Sevana,  Mothers and Children of the Disappeared, Center for Peoples Dialogue, Law and Society Trust, INFORM. 

