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View exchange meeting with prison officials and ex-detainees
On December 11, 2007 the national network conducted seminar with prison official and ex detainees. The ensuring discussions centred on the OPCAT and related issues, conditions in detention centres and torture in custody. The seminar was held at the Public Library Auditorium, Colombo.

Participating prison officials included W. L. Weerasinghe, former Prison Commissioner for Welfare, Mr. Ariyadasa, former Assistant Commissioner on Probation, and 2 officers of the Prison Welfare Association. Also present were 6 ex-detainees who had served their prison sentences and 1 person who had been released on parole. Five of them had now established a rehabilitation centre for drug addicts called ‘Amadyapa Service’. Also present were members of the national network.

It was an illuminating and fruitful discussion with the ex detainees talking about their personal experiences of torture, inhuman treatment and punishment in detention clarified by the officials. Clarifications were also made regarding the provisions of the OPCAT as well as the UN and NGOs.
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At the conclusion, participants made several recommendations and requests from the national network as follows: 

1. To be afforded translations of the Prisons Ordinance in Sinhala--this should also be made available to the public. The law was still available only in the English language;

2. To jointly work with other organisations promoting improved conditions and treatment of detainees. 

3. To prepare a report regarding proper prison administration. 

4. To educate prison staff and the community in general to change their perceptions regarding detainees and ex detainees. 

5. To record torture and other incidents of ill treatment occurring inside prisons. 

The participants also indicated their interest in participating in the OPCAT Training programme organised by the local network on December 27, 28 and consequently were invited and participated in the workshop together with other members of civil society and human rights defenders attached to the local network. 
