The National Action Plan 2007 for Bangladesh

BRCT 

Bangladesh Rehabilitation Centre for Trauma Victims

For February to December 2007

Introduction:

Mr. Akram H. Chowdhury, Founder, BRCT presented the draft National Action Plan 2007 for Bangladesh during the 1st regional meeting held at Hong Kong on February 26 – 28, 2007. This is the final version of the National Action Plan 2007 for Bangladesh.
Main Objective: 

The main objective of this action plan is to find out such activities that could promote signature, ratification and implementation of the Optional Protocol to Convention Against Torture (OPCAT) by Bangladesh govt. so that independent visits could be possible to the places of detention or prisons centers by the national and international bodies. 

Proposed Activities for 2007: 

The main activities of this project include creating awareness through campaign, lobby and advocacy among the mass people, different professionals and higher govt. officials of Bangladesh. It has been expected the mass people and professionals would create pressure on govt. to ratify the OPCAT and implement it in Bangladesh. For this purpose, numbers of campaign materials need to be published on OPCAT for sensitize the entire relevant stakeholder and beneficiaries. At the same time, these campaign materials would be distributed among the participants of view exchange programs with different professionals, non-formal dialogue meetings with the govt. officials, in the red letters day (26 June, 10 December), in the national seminar. To create awareness, BRCT also would like to publish special newsletter on OPCAT and also would try to use both the electronic media and print media. Following are the outlines for the journey to ratify and implement the OPCAT in Bangladesh.
1. Campaigning, lobbying and advocacy among the general people, professionals and higher govt. officials of Bangladesh. 

Materials development:

· Translation of OPCAT into Bangla languages (March – April)
· Publishing the Bangla version of OPCAT (April) and would be distributed around the year (May – December)

· Materials will be updated by BRCT WebPages (March-December)  

· Publish a handbill regarding the major articles and objects of OPCAT in Bangla (June and December)

· Writing minimum 06 articles on OPCAT especially mentioning what is OPCAT, importance for the ratification of OPCAT etc. in local language and circulate it in the print media (March – December)

· Publishing awareness raising stickers and distribute to the above mentioned people (June and December using the red letter days)

· A manual will be published on OPCAT mentioning the process of campaigning for the ratification of OPCAT (December)

· Preparing audio-visual Campaign Materials (CDs) based on the practical experiences of the released prisoners.

2. Establishing national network involving the members of Task Force Against Torture (TFT), Victims Associations (VA), other Human Rights organizations, Human Rights defenders etc.  and creating awareness among them on OPCAT 

· Establishing national network (March) 

· Regular Meeting of the national network (April – December) 

· Carry out the campaign activities by the national network around the country (May – December)

3. Conducting non-formal discussion /dialogue meetings with govt. officials, view exchange meetings with different professionals, human rights defenders, government departments and institutions e.g. prisons and probation officials. [May – November] 

4. Conducting national seminar involving the civil society organizations, govt. officials including the prison authorities and professional’s associations. (September - December) 

5. Publishing especial Newsletter on OPCAT focusing on the importance for the ratification of OPCAT mentioning the situation of the prison centers. (March – December) 

6. Putting advertisements in newspapers on OPCAT – alternative activities like writing in the newspaper on the same issue, writing feature on prisons centers or rights of prisoners etc. by the national networks in the newspaper (April – December)

7. Conducting survey on Torture and ill-treatment in detention centers – it would be a descriptive type study based on the secondary information and literature review with the help of external expert (July – December) 

