Bangladesh: One-Day Workshop Promoting the OPCAT

In lieu of UN International Day in Support of Torture Victims—26 June 2007
This year, to mark the UN International Day in Support of Victims of Torture on and also to promote the signing and ratification of the OPCAT by the government, the Bangladesh Rehabilitation Centre for Trauma Victims (BRCT) conducted a one-day workshop for several prominent human rights activists from around the country.

The main purpose of the workshop was to raise awareness of the various provisions of the OPCAT among the participants and the manner in which the implementation of the OPCAT could be of immense benefit for the Bangladeshi people. The 22 participants who were Coordinators of BRCT’s Task Forces Against Torture (TFT) and also leading human rights activists agreed that regular visits to detention centres by both local and international bodies—as envisaged by the OPCAT—will definite reduce the practice of torture and other forms of ill-treatment currently prevalent with impunity in such places. 
They also agreed that it was important to appropriately rehabilitate prisoners and other detainees to enable them to join the productive workforce once they rejoin society. Otherwise, it was pointed out, they would undoubtedly get involved in reoffending and committing other anti-social activities, which will land them in prison again. Such a situation will definitely be a barrier to nation building. 
The workshop was presided by the OPCAT Project’s National Coordinator Nazmul H.S. Chawdhury while sessions were conducted by Akram H. Chawdhury, Founder of BRCT. Also gracing the occasion were Chief Guest, Charles Whitely, the First secretary of European Commission Delegation Office of Bangladesh, Mehel Animuzzaman, Senior Programme Officer of Human Rights, Good governance and Democracy of the Danish Embassy and Mahfuza Akram Chawdhury, Executive Director of BRCT.
The event was conducted on 16 June 2007. 

