PRESENTATION (notes)

I. The RCT Mission to Cambodia
Persons and institutions the mission met
1. Om Yen Tieng, Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister, Chairman of the Government Human Rights Committee

2. Heng Hak, Director-General, Prison Department, Ministry of Interior (MOI) (twice)

3. Em Sam An, Secretary of State (Police), MOI

4. Long Visalo, Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
5. Henro Raken, Prosecutor-General, Court of Appeal
6. Pen Panha, MP, Chairman, National Assembly Human Rights Commission

7. Pol Lim, General Inspector of General Inspections of Politic Administration and Police Affairs, MOI)
8. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Cambodia: (1) Director; (2) Programme officer and colleagues
9. Danida: Officer, Diplomatic Mission, Cambodia
10. Jason Barber, Programme Officer, LICADHO (Human Rights NGO)
11. Thun Saray, President, ADHOC (Human Rights NGO)

12. Kem Sokha, Cambodian Centre for Human Rights

14. Human Rights Action Committee, a human rights NGO Coalition. 
15. (An MP from the opposition party)

Prisons the mission visited

1. Correctional Centre No. 1 (adult male prisoners), Prey Sar, outskirts of Phnom Penh
2. Correctional Centre No.1 (adult female prisoners and pre-trial detainees; juvenile prisoners), near CC1 

3. Corrections; Centre No.3 (male adult convicts of serious crimes), province of Kompong Cham,  (near the Vietnamese border)

Factors facilitating the meetings and visits to prisons
1. Torture became much less  a politically sensitive human rights issue;

2. Positive attitude of the government to improve its image and undermine criticism of violations of political rights and land grabbing (signing and ratification of OPCAT);

3. Government’s difficult to justify its refusal to cooperate on the issue when government officials themselves had suffered from torture in the past under the Khmer Rouge;

4. A foreign-led mission (RCT);

5. Personal connection of the Cambodian member of the delegation with all of those people in the government and the civil society. 
Outcome of the meetings and visits to prisons
· Openness to dialogue with the mission and listen to and cooperate with the mission;

· Desire to receive assistance;
· Less degree of openness of the part of prison officials;

· Lack of full understanding of OPCAT and Cambodia’s obligations under it;

· Lack of common approach to honoring these obligations: the advisor to the Prime Minister preferred a NPM separate from the planned human rights commission and offered a “fast tract” for the enactment of the NPM law while the MOI officials did not have any idea yet;
· Blame on  lack of resources for present shortcomings and treatment of pre-trial detainees and convicts;

· The NGOs contacted, OHCHR and Danida official were willing to lend cooperation, but the presence of a small number of NGOs at the meeting with CHRAC indicated that there the other members of the coalition did not understand and appreciate the importance of OPCAT. Their lack of interest also indicated that they were tied up with their own work.  Our Cambodian national coordinator needs to work hard to get NGOs to join the OPCAT network;
· The prison conditions were all below the UN minimum standards;
· Police detention cells were not accessible.

II. Plan of action

1. Translation of as many OPCAT-related materials as possible for raising the awareness torture, CAT and OPCAT for training, networking and campaigning (materials used by the other partners are very useful);
2. Networking with NGOs, relevant government officials, and members of the media;

3. Enlisting participation from former suspects, former prisoners, relatives of pre-trail detainees and prisoners, by encouraging them to form associations for the welfare of prisoners;

4. Approaching the Ministry of Justice and the Prosecutor General with a view to getting them to authorize and cooperate in the conduct of surveys of torture of suspects in police custody at a time when those suspects are brought before prosecutors; 

5. Developing a Khmer-language package comprising CAT, OPCAT, guides on establishing NPMs and on the role of judges and prosecutors in combating torture, draft NPM law, explanatory notes, to disseminate to network members, and, especially, to submit to relevant authorities for their knowledge and understanding of OPCAT and for getting their support;

6. Campaigning to raise the awareness of torture, to prevent it,  and to get the enactment of a NPM law that meets the requirements of OPCAT;

7. Approaching the Royal Academy for Judicial Professions (comprising a school for training judges and prosecutors a school for training court clerks), the Lawyers Training Centre, and the police training schools, with a view to getting them to incorporate CAT and OPCAT in their training curriculums;

8. Approaching law schools for the same purposes;

9. Organizing  public hearings with the National Assembly Human Rights Commission, the Senate Human Rights Commission and the Government Human rights Committee, with a view to submitting the package above to them and seeking their support for the adoption of an NPM law;
10. Approaching the media with a view to disseminating OPCAT and OPCAT-related activities, to publicizing torture cases and to joining the network

It would be very helpful if associations for the welfare of prisoners can be formed and these associations can join in the campaign.
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