AHRC-OPCAT CAMBODIA

BRIEF NARRATIVE REPORT

RESIGNATION OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR


. Resignation at the end of April;


. Difficulty in the recruitment of a new national coordinator;


. Parliamentary election campaign;

             . Activities curtailed.

INTERNATIONAL ANTI-TORTURE DAY

. Interview with VOA (Khmer programme) on torture, Cambodia's obligations to combat torture under CAT and to set up an NPM under OPCAT;


. Statement critical of creation of an NMP by a sub-decree in Cambodia;


. Interview with Radio Australia on torture and NPM I Cambodia;


. An hour long radio programme in Cambodia devoted to torture, Cambodia's obligations under CAT and OPCAT with the participation of officials from LICADHO, ADHOC and the mother of a torture victim.

TRANSLATION OF THE FRENCH NPM LAW


. Translation sent to the Ministry of Interior. 
COMMUNICATION WITH OFF ICIALS OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR


. To inquire about new developments regarding the implementation of OPCAT. 

FIELD TRIP (8-20 September)

Torture is an issue Cambodia: (1) Accused person at Court of Appeal tortured at police station immediately after arrest; (2) A leading lawyer: torture on decline.

1. Meeting with Prosecutor General Henro Raken (11 Sep 08):

Results: 

(1) Approval of survey of torture by the police among prosecutors (to whom the police must bring the suspect within 72 hours at then most after his arrest);


(2) Cooperation with OPCAT Cambodia's activities (workshop on OPCAT and NPM);


(3) Opening to the idea of the Prosecution acting as the NPM, the Prosecutor General and prosecutors, being independent (Constitution) and having power of inspection of prisons and judicial police units across the country (Code of Criminal Procedure);

(4) Approval of field research on the public prosecution services through interviews with prosecutors and observation of their work.

2. Meeting with senior officials at the Ministry of Interior (Secretary of State Nuth Sa An, Under-Secretary of State Sieng Lapresse and Legal Advisor Prok Saroeun) (16 Sep 08):

Results:  

(1) Signals of moving away from the idea of creating the OPCAT National Preventive Mechanism (NPM) by a sub-decree (an executive order ranking fourth after the constitution, law and royal decree and signed by the Prime Minister) to the idea of having a "short" law to create and determined the status of NPM and a sub-decree determining its functioning in detail;


(2) Nuth Sa An instructing Prock Saroeun to examine both the RCT/AHRC-drafted NPM law and the French NPM law and see whether both could be combined to draft that short law and the related sub-decree (AHRC/RCT's offer to help in this task); 

(3) Invocation of absence of "independent" persons to serve NPM arguing that  "all people" belong to different political parties;


(3) Signals of opening to the idea of the Prosecution acting as the NPM, the Prosecutor General and prosecutors, being independent (Constitution) and having power of inspection of prisons and judicial police units across the country (Code of Criminal Procedure);

(4) Agreeing with idea of MOI hosting a workshop on OPCAT and NPM;

(5) Resumption of the work on the implementation of OPCAT upon the formation of the new government issued from the last election (by end of September);


(6) MOI's nomination of two candidates for the Sub-Committee on the Prevention of Torture, one of whom being the under-secretary of state present at the meeting.
3. Transfer of funds and equipment from the previous OCAT Cambodian National Coordinator

  
. Equipment being stored at my house in Phnom Penh;

      . Balance in cash deposited in AHRC-OPCAT Cambodia account;


. Getting the bank to issue monthly bank statements to date. 

4. Recruitment of the new National Coordinator for OPCAT Cambodia

· Advertisement of the vacancy by words of mouth among NGO leaders and lawyers;

· Interviewing four applicants:

. The first one is well qualified but asks for US$1300 per month;

      . The second is qualified and agrees with the salary offered (US$500 or Euro400) but cannot leave his current job without approval from his superior( who was away during my field trip);

. The third is not qualified;

      .  The fourth is qualified and asks for US$600 per moth during the interview but has withdrawn his application. 

-  Arrangements for a place with CHRAC office already made. 

5. Other meetings and activities
 
. Meeting with the President of the Club of Cambodian Journalists on OPCAT;

. Different NGO leaders on torture and the general situation of human rights in Cambodia;

. Interviews with journalists and participation in two radio programmes on various political, human rights and legal issues. 
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