
Fifth Regional Network Workshop 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia – January 24 & 25, 2009
Once again the time has come for the regional network workshop of the EU-OPCAT project, this time in Phnom Penh, the capital city of the Kingdom of Cambodia. As before, this will be a two-day event on January 24 & 25, following the workshop on the implementation of the OPCAT and the establishment of the NPM in that country. 

You will be glad to hear that the guest speaker at this year’s event will be Hans Draminsky Petersen, Vice-President of the UN Sub-Committee for the Prevention of Torture (SPT); who will also join us in our discussions. 
As most of you are aware, the last regional network workshop was held in Manila, the Philippines in September 2008; and some of the salient outcomes and decisions taken at that event are:
· Welcoming Dr. Saira Khan representative of Odhikar, as our new partner from Bangladesh;
· Outcome of the fact-finding mission to Cambodia; and the decision to conduct a multi-stakeholder NPM workshop in Cambodia in 2009 followed by the regional network meeting—similar to that held in Manila;

· Update on project activities of Balay (Philippines) and the PAT network (Sri Lanka) including strategies to overcome obstacles when campaigning for the OPCAT in challenging domestic contexts;

· Modalities of conducting country studies on detention centres;

· Possibilities of enhancing international and regional lobbying activities;
· Strategies for partners to assist each other in conducting joint campaigns in support of pressing issues in partner countries;

· The possibility of creating a regional resource base on OPCAT;
[Details of presentations, discussions and decisions taken at the 4th regional meeting can be found on the project website at http://www.prevent-torture.net/]
Building on the outcomes of the workshop in Manila, the theme for this year’s workshop will be the progress in the country studies on detention centres. Accordingly, it is proposed that the national coordinators of Philippines and Sri Lanka make brief presentations on their respective endeavours in this regard including the challenges, limitations and modifications if any, required in their studies. National Coordinators of Bangladesh and Cambodia could examine the feasibility of conducting a similar study in their countries and also outline a proposed study that could be conducted within the time frame and budget available under the OPCAT project. (Day 2)
Of course as per previous meetings, we will allocate some time to discuss the progress in our country campaigns and most importantly, discuss our Action Plans for the final year of the project. (Day 1) 

As the 2nd Narrative report is due to the EU soon, I also request project partners to hand over their completed project activity reports as at December 31, 2008—both in electronic and print form. This will greatly assist the regional coordinator and project manager to prepare the Report; thus ensuring the smooth inflow of project funding.  

Finally, let me take this opportunity to thank you all for your untiring and splendid efforts to promote the OPCAT principles among your governments and countrymen. I look forward to meeting and exchanging views with each and every one of you. 
Please find below the draft programme schedule: 
[DRAFT] Programme for the Fifth Regional Network Workshop
	Dates in January 2009
	Agenda Matters
	Resource Person/s

	Start: 

9.00 a.m.
	Welcoming Guest Speaker and introduction to Programme

Brief discussion on NPM workshop
	Erik Wendt 
All  

	24 Saturday
	
	

	Morning  

[9.20 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.]


	Presentation: “Cambodia: Ways forward in light of the NPM workshop outcome”
Brief Q&A session

Presentation: “Bangladesh: Promoting the OPCAT in the changing political context”

Presentation: “Progress made and ways forward in the OPCAT campaign”
· Philippines 

· Sri Lanka

Brief Q&A session
	Lao Monghay & Sim Vibol
All
Saira Khan

· Budit Carlos 

· Chitral Perera 

All

	Afternoon

[2.30 p.m. 4.00 p.m.]
	Presentation: TBA
Brief Q&A session

	Hans Draminsky Petersen, Vice-President of the SPT
All



	Evening 

[4.30 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.]
	Discussion: Overcoming obstacles; re-strategizing and ways forward—Bangladesh, Cambodia, Philippines and Sri Lanka
	All

Moderator: Dorrit Ree Akselbo

	25 Sunday
	
	

	Morning

[9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.]


	Presentation: “Introduction to work done vis-à-vis prison monitoring in Albania”

Presentation: “Country studies on detention centres”—Philippines & Sri Lanka
"Feasibility of conducting country studies”— Bangladesh & Cambodia

	Dorrit Ree Akselbo & Louise Aaen
· Budit Carlos 

· Chitral Perera 

· Saira Khan

· Lao Monghay & Sim Vibol

	 Afternoon

 
[2.30 p.m. 4.00 p.m.]
	Discussion: Country studies: Limitations; time frames; budgetary considerations; and modifications if any. 
	All

Moderator: Shyamali Puvimanasinghe

	Evening

[4.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.]
	Final Discussion: Taking the regional campaign forward and any other relevant matters.


	 All 

Moderator:  Erik Wendt



	26 Monday 
	Departure of Participants 
	


Prepared by:

Shyamali Puvimanasinghe

Regional Coordinator, AHRC, Hong Kong












